Transformed
by the

Gospel
Transformed

—
changed completely
When a person trusts Jesus as Savior, he is changed
completely. He is forgiven of sins, adopted into God’s family,
wants to act differently, and is full of God’s love.
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KNOW

UNDERSTAND

DISCOVER

Trusting in Jesus
for salvation
transforms your
identity.

God’s salvation is
eternal. Nothing
can separate
believers from
God’s love.

God’s salvation is
a gift that every
person needs and
can receive.

DEFINED

Key Verse: “For you are saved by grace through faith,
and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—
not from works, so that no one can boast.”
-Ephesians 2:8-9

SAUL’S CONVERSION

As Saul was near Damascus, a bright light from heaven flashed around him.
The light blinded Saul, and he fell to the ground. He heard a voice ask: “Why
are you persecuting (hurting) Me?” “Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting,” was the answer. “Go into the city.
You will be told what to do.”
Saul’s traveling partners led him to the city. He could not see for three days.
God told a man named Ananias, “Go to Saul. He has been praying. He knows
you are coming to help him see again.”
Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard how much evil this man has done.”
God replied, “Go because I have chosen this man to tell the Gentiles about
Me!” Ananias obeyed. When he put his hands on Saul’s eyes, Saul could
see again. Saul was baptized and immediately began to preach in the
synagogues about Jesus. “Jesus is God’s Son!” Saul announced.
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Saul was an enemy of those who believed in Jesus. Saul entered house
after house and dragged the believers away to prison. He made murderous
threats against Jesus’ followers, requesting permission from the high priest
to travel to Damascus and arrest believers there.

Some Jews were angry with Saul’s new message. They plotted to kill him.
Saul’s friends helped him escape Damascus by lowering him over the wall in
a basket. Saul went back to Jerusalem and continued to speak boldly about
his faith in Jesus.
—based on Acts 9:1-20
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PARENT GUIDE / SESSION THREE

Transformed
by the

Gospel

When we trust in Jesus, we aren’t just saying that we agree with the idea of
Jesus as God’s Son. Through the gospel, God opens our eyes to who Jesus
really is. We put our trust in Him, believing that His death on the cross provides
forgiveness for our sins and that because He was raised from the dead, He
is King over everything. When we trust in Jesus, He changes our hearts. He
removes our identity of sin and gives us a new identity—child of God!
Key Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9
Key Passage: Saul’s Conversion
(Acts 8–9)

BIBLE STORY
Together read the Bible story on
page 23 of your child’s Activity
Book and ask the following review
questions.
› Q1: What did Saul intend to do in
Damascus?
› A1: Arrest Christians (Acts 9:2)
› Q2: What happened to Saul on the
way to Damascus?
› A2: A light blinded him, and Jesus
spoke to him. (Acts 9:3-6)
› Q3: God told Ananias He had a
plan for Saul. What was God’s
plan?
› A3: To tell the Gentiles about
Jesus (Acts 9:15)
› Q4: What did Saul begin to do
after he could see again?
› A4: To speak in the synagogues
about Jesus (Acts 9:20)

DEEPER STUDY
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 together and
discuss the following questions.
› Q1: This passage teaches us about
sin. What does it mean that we
sinned against God?

› A1: God cannot be around sin.
Sin separates us from God and
deserves God’s punishment of
death. (Eph. 2:1-3; Romans 6:23)
› Q2: What did God provide for us?
› A2: God provided His Son Jesus to
rescue us from the punishment we
deserve. (Eph. 2:4-5)
› Q3: What is God’s salvation?
› A3: God’s salvation is a gift that
every person needs and can
receive. (Eph 2:8-9)
› Q4: What happens when a person
trusts in Jesus for salvation?
› A4: When someone trusts in Jesus
as Savior, her whole identity is
transformed!

PRAY AND JOURNAL
Pray with your child, thanking God
for sending Jesus. Praise Him for
rescuing people who are dead in
their sin and making them alive.
Encourage your child to complete
the daily pages in the activity book
this week. Be available to answer
any questions about the gospel or
trusting in Jesus for salvation.

Parent Guide
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ACTIVITIES
ODDS OR EVENS
Discover the answers to the words in the blanks. Begin at Start. Move only
to even-numbered squares that touch. As you go, write the letter printed in
each square along the path.
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Now, begin at Start again. This time move only to odd-numbered squares that
touch. As you go, write the letter printed in each square in order.

can
believers from God’s love.
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N

COMPASS POINTS
Follow the compass directions to find the missing
words from these statements about Saul. Follow
the directions on each line to get to the next
letter. (North is up; South is down;
West is left, East is right.) Print it and start the
next line of directions.
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SOUTH 2

NORTH 2

B

Saul was
START
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SOUTH 3
WEST 1

T

others about Jesus.
DIGGING DEEPER
Read Acts 9:1 and then Acts 9:20. Notice
what Saul was like before meeting Jesus,
then what he was like after meeting Jesus.
BEFORE:

AFTER: 

When Paul wrote to the
Ephesians, he described
what people are like before
they trust Jesus and what
they are like afterward. Read
Ephesians 5:1-6. In the Before
column, write the verse
numbers that describe people
before trusting Jesus. In the
After column, write the verse
numbers that describe people
after trusting Jesus.
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5 Day Bible Study
MY DAILY JOURNAL
A journal is a place to keep track of your thoughts, feelings, questions, answers,
and prayers. During the study, these pages will guide you to use your Bible, to
think about what you read, and to give you suggestions for prayer.

DAY

READ ACTS 9:1-3
Saul was a religious man. He tried to do everything God’s law commanded.
Saul did not believe Jesus was God’s Son. What bad things was Saul doing?


Why do you think Jesus met Saul on the road to Damascus? 

Even though Saul did not love Jesus, Jesus loved Saul. Salvation is a gift
every person needs and can receive. Jesus wanted Saul’s identity to be
transformed from sinful and broken to child of God.
You have God’s attention when you pray, and He has your attention. Talk to
God about your own actions and whether they honor God or not. 



DAY

READ ACTS 9:4-9
Jesus called Saul by name. What question did He ask of Saul?

What name did Saul call Jesus? 
Saul knew he was talking to someone special. How did Jesus make sure Saul
knew who He was?

Today, God usually speaks through prayer and the Bible. What are some
things you have learned from the Bible that God wants you to do?
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Ask God to help you always do what He wants you to do. Consider asking
Him to teach you more about His plans for you. Talk with God about your
feelings. Ask Him questions you may have. 




DAY

READ ACTS 9:10-14


Why was Ananias concerned about going to Saul? 


Sometimes people are still afraid to do what God wants. They may fear
telling others about Jesus, standing up for someone who needs help, or
refusing to go along with friends who make wrong choices.
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Ananias was one of Jesus’ disciples who lived in Damascus. He didn’t seem
surprised when the Lord called his name, but he may have been surprised
when he found out what the Lord wanted him to do. What was it?

Do you sometimes fear what will happen if you do what God wants you to do?
Explain. 


God knows how you feel. Talk to Him about your concerns
and fears. 


Read Isaiah 41:10. Remember that even when you are afraid,
God is always with you!

Transformed by the Gospel

27

DAY

READ ACTS 9:15-20
Even though Ananias was worried about going to Saul, he obeyed God.
What clue do you find in verse 17 that Ananias realized Saul has changed?
(Need a hint? Look at what Ananias called him.)


Saul must have been hungry after three days without food, but he didn’t eat
first. Unscramble these letters to find out what he did do first.

SAUL WAS

tizBaped

Saul was truly changed. What do you find in verse 20 that proves that?


Have you been completely changed by God? If so, thank God for that. If not,
talk to God about any questions or uncertainties you have. He is ready to
give you answers.



DAY

READ EPHESIANS 2:8-9
These verses have some words that are not always easy to understand:

Grace

is love and acceptance from God. It is free to us. We cannot ever
work hard enough to get it.

Faith is belief or trust in something or someone. In these verses, faith is belief
or trust in Jesus.

Works means deeds or actions. The Bible tells us that no one can do

enough good works to earn God’s forgiveness. Only trust in Jesus as Savior
will save a person from the punishment of sin.
Memorize Ephesians 2:8-9 and recite these verses to a friend or family
member this week.
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JOURNALING & PRAYER
What is God teaching you about Himself this week? What have you learned
about yourself? Is there anything you need to spend time praying to God about?
Use this journal page to write out your prayers and any thoughts you have
about what God is teaching you this week. Thank Him for teaching you
through His Word.
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